· FAST Medical Report Requirement and New Medical Certificate (Posted September 1, 2021)
The Claims Resolution Procedures of the Fuller-Austin Asbestos Settlement Trust require a diagnosis to establish asbestos-related pleural disease or asbestosis and a medical report to establish asbestos-related lung or other cancers or mesothelioma. The Trustees have adopted a clarification that a diagnosis or a medical report means a comprehensive medical report that identifies an asbestos disease or links asbestos exposure and an underlying disease to the claimed disease and that a b-read report alone is not sufficient as a diagnosis or medical report. B-read reports are not required, and the date of the earliest medical report governs the timeliness of the claim filing, regardless of the date of any b-read report that may be filed with the Trust or referenced by the diagnosing physician.
Current filers with the Trust are filing comprehensive medical reports, so this clarification should not change current practice. In the past, the Trust has disallowed some claims based on the date of a b-read report that predated a submitted comprehensive medical report. Those claims are being reviewed and may now be allowed if they were filed timely based on the date of the comprehensive medical report. The Trust will notify the filing law firm or pro se claimant of any claims that are allowed based on that review and will provide a Notice of Determination-Allowance and a Release and Indemnity for execution and return.
In order to determine the timely filing of claims, the Trust needs to receive all medical reports that diagnosed an asbestos-related disease of the claimant. Accordingly, for all new claims filed on or after September 1, 2021, a properly executed medical certificate will be required. The medical certificate requirement will not apply to disease progression claims for which an underlying disease claim was previously allowed by the Trust. Click here to view the medical certificate.

